https://www.williamsonherald.com/opinion/letters_to_editor/letter-to-the-editor-time-to-end-the-brownland-farm-saga/article_69ef60ea-c0e8-11ec-8bd00b4c60c5c326.html

Letter to the Editor: Time to end the Brownland Farm saga
Apr 20, 2022

To the Editor,
I appreciate learning the origin of words. “Saga” comes from the long-prose narrative
recorded in Iceland in the 12th and 13th centuries of historical or legendary figures and
events in the heroic age of Norway and Iceland.
The Brownland Farm mega-density proposed development on the floodplain surrounded by
floodwaters has been called a saga. It started in 2020, and there have been heroic efforts
ongoing for two years to stop this developer’s dangerous, avaricious threat to the public’s
safety.
Kevin Estes, Greg Gamble and their minions have been playing a shell game trying to keep
the city’s elected officials’ eyes off the pea under the walnut shell. Of course, the landowners
have the right to sell their property, but their property rights end where the public’s safety and
taxpayer dollars begin.
The pea is that the request to rezone Brownland Farm from agricultural/institution to planned
development is in violation of Envision Franklin, which is the city of Franklin’s land use
growth plan document. In 2017, many citizens took time to go to Franklin City Hall and
participate and engage with the Franklin planning staff about how to handle the
overwhelming growth pressures consuming the Franklin. I thought the process was visionary
and heroic.
The city of Franklin’s zoning ordinance states that, “The purpose and intent of this ordinance
is to promote the public health, safety and general welfare of residents and businesses in the
city. This ordinance is adopted to achieve the following: Implement the policies and principles
contained within adopted general plans, including Envision Franklin.” It goes on to state it
should preserve and protect floodplains from adverse impacts of land development.
If the board of mayor and aldermen is to rezone a property, the proposed rezoning MUST be
consistent with Envision Franklin, and the proposed rezoning must protect the health, safety
and welfare of the public. The Brownland Farm mega-density residential proposal
surrounded by floodwaters is not consistent with Envision Franklin or the city’s zoning
ordinance.
This saga should have ended long ago, because the rezoning request of the planned
development should have been denied. The Franklin planning staff and the Franklin Planning
Commission have repeatedly recommended it be denied. The developer then started a
smoke-and-mirrors game to deflect the basic issue that Brownland Farm is NOT a safe place
to build a mega-density residential development. He suggested raising Hillsboro Road to deal
with the flooding exit plan for those stuck in his subdivision. Now, he has an exit plan going

out the back trail of the county’s recreation property. These plans are smoke and mirrors so
people can’t see what he has up his sleeve — it is not complying with Envision Franklin and
the zoning ordinance.
And lest we forget, there are over 500 houses in the city and county near this property which
were NOT in the floodplain when they were approved, but now, they are. And FEMA has just
raised the premiums for flood insurance. The people in these houses and their neighbors are
the heroes in this saga. Their legendary efforts will hopefully be effective and succeed in
getting this dangerous development denied by the board of mayor and aldermen April 26 at 7
p.m. at city hall. The rules, tables and statistics regarding floodplain issues are based on 15year-old data.
Elected leaders are expected to act and vote in the best interests of the public’s trust and
safety, not to support the high-risk interests of this developer’s devious plans to thwart the
community. Residential growth DOES NOT pay for itself; taxpayers pay for it with their tax
dollars. They should not also have to pay for it with their flooded property or their lives.
I hope this Brownland/board of mayor and aldermen saga ends with denial of this rezoning
and dangerous development and with great gratitude to all the heroes who showed up, stood
up and spoke up to protect and preserve the safety and welfare of their neighbors.
Laura Turner
Franklin
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